
Georgia Coast Rail-Trail 
Fact Sheet 

 
Who 
Coastal Georgia Rails to Trails Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, has 
overall responsibility for developing the Georgia Coast Rail-Trail.  The group is 
made up of community leaders, elected officials, and trail enthusiasts from 
Liberty, McIntosh, Glynn and Camden counties.   
 
The Coastal Regional Commission provides project management.  In 2007, the 
commission produced a feasibility study for the trail under contract to the 
Georgia Department of Transportation, which encourages pedestrian trails as 
part of its strategic plan for the state.  
 
The Atlanta-based PATH Foundation will design and build the trail.  PATH 
recently completed the 60-mile Silver Comet Trail in northwest Georgia.  
Locally, the organization just completed an extension to the Island-Wide Trail 
System on the north end of St. Simons Island for the St. Simons Land Trust and Glynn County. 
 
What 
The Georgia Coast Rail-Trail will be a 10’-wide multi-purpose trail extending 68 miles from 
Kingsland to Riceboro.  The city of Woodbine has already built a trail on a 1 ½-mile stretch of 
the railroad bed.  Construction is under way on another 3.5-mile segment at White Oak in 
Camden County. 
 
The trail will provide multiple access points in each county, free parking at trailheads, benches, 
rest rooms, and overlooks with interpretive signage.  It will be accessible to parents with strollers 
and to the disabled. 
 
Where 
The trail will be built on an existing, raised railroad bed, once owned by CSX Transportation, 
formerly known as Seaboard Coast Line.  It will travel through the western portions of Camden, 
Glynn, McIntosh and Liberty counties. 
 
Some 10 miles inland, the trail will wind through unspoiled coastal marshland, habitat to a high 
diversity of native species.  It will take cyclists, hikers and joggers through saw grass and 
forests.  It will cross 43 rivers, tidal creeks, and streams – including the Crooked, Little Satilla, 
Satilla, and Altamaha rivers.  It will cross the Altamaha on century-old railroad trestles at 
Altamaha Regional Park in Glynn County. 
 
Note:  Until negotiations have been completed with current landowners, the trail is open to the 
public only on clearly marked segments in Camden County. 
 



When 
The trail will be built in segments over a number of years.  A 3.5-mile segment in Camden 
County will be completed in spring 2010. 
   
How 
To raise funds, Coastal Georgia Rails to Trails Inc. offers memberships.  The organization is 
also seeking public and private funding.   
 
Why 
The Georgia Coast Rail-Trail will offer coastal residents and visitors a healthy outdoor 
adventure, access to an unspoiled ecological system, and exceptional educational 
opportunities. 
 
Quality of life benefits include family recreation, nature education, jogging, a place to bike away 
from traffic, and physical fitness opportunities. 
 
Economic rewards include opportunities for new businesses along the trail, a boost for existing 
businesses, higher property values, and increased tourism throughout coastal Georgia. 
 

# 
 



Coastal Georgia Rails to Trails 
Board of Directors 
Fred Freyer, Chairman 
Terry Landreth, Vice Chairman 
Jack Markley, Secretary/Treasurer 

Right of Way Glynn 
Ed McBrayer, Technical Advisor 
Robert Cunningham, Legal/Right of Way 
Leslie Lamkin, Public Relations 
Jamie Kendall, Fund Raising 
 
Camden County 
Charles Culp, Fund Raising 
Commissioner Katherine Nisi Zell, Public Relations 
Casey Anglin, Right of Way 
Darren Harper 
 
Glynn County  
Chris Beaufait, Glynn County Chair, Public Relations 
Bill Brunson, Fund Raising 
Ouida Fry  
Commissioner Howard Lynn  
 
Liberty County 
Jim Collins, Liberty County Chair, Public Relations 
Cindye Jones, Fund Raising 
Riceboro Mayor William Austin   
David Miller  
Commissioner Marion Stevens, Sr. 
Jon Rashleigh, Right of Way 
 
McIntosh County 
Fred Hay, McIntosh County Chair  
Wally Orrel, Public Relations 
George Trexler, Right of Way 
Jim Morrison  
Commissioner David Stevens 
 
 


